
M I N U T E S 
COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

November 16, 2004 
5:00 PM City Hall Conference Room 

 
PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Member-at-Large Goodnature, Council Members 

Pacholl, Chamberlain, Jorgenson, Christopherson, Nordin, and Koch 
 
ABSENT: None 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Jon Erichson, Jim Samuel, Jim Hurm, and Tom Dankert 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Brian McAlister, Norm Hecimovich, Scott Pacholl, Dick Lang, Austin Daily 

Herald, and Austin Post Bulletin 
 
Mayor Rietz opened the meeting at 5:00 p.m. by noting that Senator Dan Sparks and 
Representative-to-be Jeanne Poppe would like to meet with Council on November 29, 2004 at 4:30 
(before the Truth In Taxation meeting) to discuss city issues that legislature needs to be aware of 
for the upcoming session. 
 
Item number one (Fire Department Autolaunch proposal) and item number five (Transit Facility 
update) have been taken off the agenda for this meeting. 
 
Item #2 – Public Works Director Jon Erichson introduced Bob Brown and Lana Mena from Bolten 
and Menk.  Bolten and Menk have been working on the proposed Bio-Solids facility at the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.  This project is scheduled for construction in early 2005 and will cost 
upwards of $6 million.  Hormel will also share in the cost of the facility, but it their share will 
depend on the final construction costs and the site selected.  Mr. Erichson noted informal meetings 
were held with the neighborhood, and council direction on the final approved site will be needed 
next month. 
 
Bob Brown went through a PowerPoint presentation discussing the proposed project, and the 
potential two sites that could be used.  Due to new storage regulations, sludge may no longer be 
stored in open lagoons.  These facilities must now be enclosed to reduce outdoor odor issues.  Mr. 
Erichson noted site #1 (west of Main Street) is the preferred site, and is also the least costly of the 
two sites.  Site #2 is where the current lagoons are, but this site could create some timing issues 
during the construction season.  Mr. Erichson noted the closing of Main Street in this area is not 
being  proposed at this time. 
 
Council Member Christopherson questioned how caustic the sludge is.  Mr. Samuel noted it is not 
very caustic, and Mr. Brown added that this facility should last 60 to 80 years. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Goodnature questioned how susceptible to compromise this facility was.  
Mr. Erichson noted a car could not do damage to this facility.  Mr. Brown added the concrete would 
be 18 inches thick. 
 
Scott Pacholl questioned if this site was in the flood plain.  Mr. Erichson noted he is not concerned 
with flood issues on site one, the preferred site.  Mr. Erichson noted he is recommending site one. 
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Motion by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Chamberlain, to recommend to 
Council the selection of site one west of Main Street for the expansion of the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant.  Carried 7-0.  Item will be added to a future council agenda. 
 
Item #3 – Mr. Erichson discussed the history of the emergency crossing at 4th Avenue NE.  Mr. 
Erichson discussed the court battle and eventual settlement with the railroad that was achieved that 
would allow us to construct an emergency road only at this site.  The concrete block is sitting out at 
the site ready for the railroad to install it underneath the tracks.  This should happen this spring.  
We are also including $100,000 in the grant application for flooding to help pay for the remaining 
portion of the emergency road.  We will not know the status of this until March/April.  We will also 
assess a portion of the street to the property owner that owns the north half of the property where 
the new road will go.  According to Mr. Erichson, there is a recorded agreement between the land 
owner and the City of Austin for him to pay whatever the assessments are when the road goes 
through. 
 
Mayor Rietz questioned if this road would help us during the last flood.  Mr. Erichson noted it 
would not have helped us during the 2004 flood, but would have helped us for the earlier floods. 
 
Mr. Erichson noted the road is in process, but we are waiting for the grant and the railroad to start 
construction. 
 
Council Member Pacholl questioned the assessments on the north side of the road.  Mr. Erichson 
noted Vel-Ved Construction has moved to the parcel on the south side of where 4th Avenue will go 
through, and we agreed to not assess them for their costs when the road does go through. 
 
 Item #4 – Mr. Hurm gave an update from the HRA regarding a proposed parking lot on the East 
Side for the merchants.  Former council member Dick Lang has requested this be put back into the 
budget to help the businesses in the area.  Mr. Lang noted people used to park in the old railroad 
lot, but Mr. Groh now owns this property and will not allow parking due to liability issues.  Mr. 
Lang noted some promises were made to this business district, and there are many issues with snow 
removal, little off-street parking, and the East Side merchants are disturbed that money has been 
taken away to pay for these improvements.  Mr. Erichson noted the funds were used to balance the 
shortfall when the LGA (Local Government Aid) was cut a few years ago. 
 
Questions arose regarding ownership of the property that could be purchased for a lot expansion.  
Mr. Lang noted the HRA has some profit from the sale of the land in the railroad area, and maybe 
these funds could be used for this parking lot.  Mayor Rietz requested a parking study of the East 
Side business district to assess the need.  Mr. Erichson noted one has not been done, but it certainly 
could be. 
 
Council Member Christopherson noted the existing lot is a public lot, so maybe the HRA could use 
their funds for the expansion of the existing public lot.  Mr. Erichson noted he would request a 
parking study.   
 
City Administrator Jim Hurm noted in the private sector, such as the Sterling area, the private 
companies pay for their own parking lots.  Council Member Nordin noted the upgrade in the east 
side has resulted in the need for more parking. 
 
Mr. Erichson outlined some issues, including the need, affordability of the lot, potential for 
assessing the property owners, and the additional maintenance that would be required.  Mayor Rietz 
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questioned Council as to their preference on this issue.  Council Member Pacholl noted he would 
support the additional parking lot.  Council Member Chamberlain stated that there are several 
questions that need to be answered first, and maybe even leasing Mr. Groh’s parking lot could be 
an option. 
 
Brian McAlister stated that the parking that used to occur at the railroad site was probably never 
public parking, but merely parking on somebody else’s property.  A parking study should be done 
first.   
 
No objections were noted against the parking study. 
 
Item #6 – Mr. Hurm discussed the flood strategy, noting staff will prioritize the projects.  Mr. Hurm 
also discussed his memo dated November 12, 2004. 
 
Mr. Erichson noted we are currently working with FEMA on the seven flood areas.  Categories A 
and B are complete, while the others are currently being worked on. 
 
Council Member Nordin stated that she wanted the Watershed Coordinator position.  Mayor Rietz 
questioned if a Watershed Coordinator would have helped here.  Mr. Erichson noted the amount of 
rainfall was so large, but it may have helped; it is hard to tell at this point. 
 
Council Member-at-Large Goodnature noted both Dan Sparks and Jeanne Poppe will be advocates 
for us during the next legislative session.  Mr. Erichson further noted that we need to get some idea 
or plan formulated first before we go to the legislature for funding.  Council Member-at-Large 
Goodnature noted we may have to move ahead on our own.  This may take years to get all of the 
necessary groups together to tackle this issue.  Until all parties buy into this process, only then will 
it get done jointly. 
 
Council Member Koch questioned if this impacts all of the other communities, then why can’t they 
also pay for this.  How do we get the County Commissioners involved? 
 
Mayor Rietz noted the question on the table is do we want to spend $100,000 to hire a firm to come 
in and give us some recommendations?  Mr. Erichson noted he supports an engineering study of 
several different issues.  This could lend credibility to the Corps of Engineers study of a few years 
ago. 
 
After further discussion, motion by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member 
Pacholl to recommend to Council the spending of $100,000 for this engineering study.  Mr. 
Erichson will report back as to the scope of the project.  Carried 6-1.  Council Member Nordin Nay 
as she wants to fund a Watershed Coordinator. 
 
Mr. Hurm noted one strategy to fund this cost is a sales tax.  Council Member Jorgenson noted she 
believes we should start this.  Scott Pacholl agreed.  Brian McAlister noted the community feels 
taxed enough, but we should look at the potential. 
 
Other Item – Council Member Pacholl noted he wanted to officially have council end the 
discussion on the leaseback of the Wastewater Treatment Plant that had been proposed.  Mr. 
Dankert had forwarded information to Council that the President of the United States had signed 
the recent tax bill, which has ended the leaseback program we were once reviewing. 
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Motion by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, to recommend 
to council the termination of the leaseback proposal.  Carried 7-0.  Item will be added to the next 
council agenda.  
 
Moved by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Nordin to reopen the meeting 
at 7:17 p.m. and to adjourn for the night.  Carried 7-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
       
Director of Administrative Service 


